Many homes and their electrical systems were built before the
modern-day electronics that fill most households were even invented.

M

Practical Pointers for
National Electrical Safety Month

ay is National Electrical Safety Month, and
Oakdale Electrical Cooperative is joining with
the Electrical Safety Foundation International
to raise awareness about potential home electrical hazards
and the importance of electrical safety. This year’s
campaign, “Back to the Basics,” challenges consumers to
make home electrical safety assessments a priority.
According to the Consumer Electronics Association,
the average home today has a minimum of three
televisions, two DVD players, at least one digital camera,
one desktop computer, and two cell phones.
“Modern homes run on electricity, but if you don’t
properly maintain your electrical products they can create
hazards,” warns Todd O’Neil, energy services director
at OEC. “The good news is that eliminating electrical
hazards from your home doesn’t have to be difficult or
expensive.”
Many homes and their electrical systems were built
before most modern-day home electronics and appliances
were even invented. Today’s increased demand for energy
can overburden an older home’s electrical system.
Oakdale Electrical Cooperative offers the following
tips to help identify and eliminate electrical hazards to
protect yourself, your family, and your home:
l

l

l

Make sure entertainment centers and computer
equipment have plenty of space around them for
ventilation.
Use a surge protector to protect your computer and
other electronic equipment from damage caused by
voltage changes.
Heavy reliance on power strips is an indication that
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l
l

l

you have too few outlets to address your needs.
Have additional outlets installed by a qualified,
licensed electrician.
Use extension cords as a temporary solution, and
never as a permanent power supply.
Do not place extension cords in high-traffic areas,
under carpets, or across walkways, where they pose
a potential tripping hazard.
Keep liquids, including drinks, away from
electrical items such as televisions and computers.

Electrical safety awareness and education among
consumers, families, employees, and communities will
prevent electrical fires, injuries, and fatalities.
The Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI)
sponsors National Electrical Safety Month each May
to increase public awareness of the electrical hazards
around us at home, work, school, and play. ESFI is a
501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated exclusively to
promoting electrical safety. For more information, please
visit www.electrical-safety.org.

Protect your electronics from damage
caused by voltage changes by plugging them into
a surge protector. (Source: Belkin)

May is National Electrical Safety Month. Enter our coloring contest!
May is National Electrical Safety Month. Enter our coloring contest!

Child’s Name: ________________________________

Child’s Name: ________________________________
Parent’s Name: _______________________________
Parent’s Name: _______________________________
Phone: ________-________-____________________
Phone: ________-________-____________________
Age:
4-5
6-8
9 & above
*1 winner from each category will win a $25 gift certificate

Age:

4-5

6-8

9 & above

*1 winner from each category will win a $25 gift certificate

Drop off entries at OAKDALE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE HQ or mail to PO BOX 128, OAKDALE, WI 54649
Drop off entries at OAKDALE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE HQ or mail to PO BOX 128, OAKDALE, WI 54649
ENTRY DEADLINE: May 20, 2014. Children of Oakdale Electric Cooperative employees are not eligible to win, but are welcome to color!
ENTRY DEADLINE: May 20, 2014.

Children of Oakdale Electric Cooperative employees are not eligible to win, but are welcome to color!
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Oakdale Electric Cooperative

Hotline
Safety Demonstration

O

akdale Electric Cooperative
(OEC) Linemen Brock Brown
and Tommy Liddane visited
10 area schools in March presenting
the Hotline Safety Demonstration.
They taught 1,600 students from
Sparta and Tomah to respect the
danger of electricity and provided
them with valuable information
on how to stay safe around it. The
students saw firsthand what happens
when a tree branch, kite, or person
(simulated by a hotdog) accidentally
touches a power line energized to
7,200 volts. While the demonstrations
are exciting, electricity is not a
laughing matter and should be taken
very seriously.
“The goal of this program is for
students to take what they learned
at the Hotline Safety Demonstration
and continue to educate their family
and friends,” stated Deana Protz,
communication and public relations
specialist for OEC. “The more people
understand the power of electricity,
the fewer accidents there will be.”
The Hotline Safety Demonstration
is a long-standing tradition at Oakdale

Electrical Cooperative. For over 50
years, professional linemen have
been going out into the communities
educating youth and adults. Brock
and Tommy enjoy being a part of this
tradition, knowing they are making a
very positive and potentially life-
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saving impact on youth for the rest of
their lives.
To schedule a hotline
demonstration, civic and community
organizations included, contact Deana
Protz at dprotz@oakdalerec.com or
call 608-372-4131.

Tommy Liddane demonstrates what happens
when a kite touches a live power line, while
Brock Brown (above) addresses the students.

Youth Leadership Congress
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Home Electric Filters Do Not
Reduce Monthly Electric Bills

T

here are numerous devices on the market advertised
to be “Power Saving” electric filters for residential
usage. They claim to bring your local home power factor
closer to unity and reduce the apparent power needing to
be delivered to your home.

Beware — there are several issues with
Home Electric Filters:
l

l

Oakdale Electric does not bill residential accounts
based on apparent power or power factor, so even if
the devices work as claimed, they would not reduce
your electric bill amount, which is based on real
power only.
These devices block automated signals the
cooperative sends when trying to read your meter.
This results in the need for us to visit your property
to read your meter that could otherwise be read
remotely. Again, this is not reducing your monthly
electric bill.
There will be a demonstration at our Open House on
October 4 showing this device being used!

If anyone would like any further information about
these devices or why they might not be advisable for a
residential application, please feel free to contact Todd
O’Neil, energy services director, at Oakdale Electric
Cooperative at 374-4131.

Calling all high
school juniors! Check with
your high school guidance
counselor for information
about this summer’s Youth
Leadership Congress on the
UW–River Falls campus
July 16–18. You won’t
want to miss out on this
rewarding opportunity!

Get ready,
shutterbugs,
to capture
our service
area’s natural
beauty.
Winning photos will be featured in
Oakdale Electric Cooperative’s 2015 calendar.
Contest rules, entry forms, and photo release forms
available at www.oakdalerec.com.

Photos accepted from Feb. 1–Aug. 15, 2014
Questions? Call 372-4131 or email dprotz@oakdalerec.com.

Oakdale Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

Bruce Ardelt, General Manager
P.O. Box 128, Oakdale WI 54649
(608) 372-4131 • (800) 241-2468
info@oakdalerec.com
Office Hours: Mon.–Fri. 7:30 a.m.‑4:00 p.m.
24‑Hour Emergency Power Restoration: (800) 927‑6151
Toll-free online bill payment: 866-392-4307
FAX Number: (608) 372‑5173
Diggers Hotline: For underground cable locates and
power line clearance information, call (800) 242‑8511.
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